
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 16, 2013 
 
 
 
 
Dott. Antonio Granara 
Commissario Straordinario 
Parco Geominerario Storico E Ambientale della Sardegna, 
Via Monteverdi 16 
09016 Iglesias CI 
Sardegna 
Italia 
 
 
Dear Dott. Granara 
 
RE: Revalidation of your application for membership of the European Geoparks 
Network 
 
During the recent meeting of the coordination committee of the European Geoparks Network 
at the Cilento e Vallo Di Diano European and Global Geopark in September 2013, the 
revalidation of the Geomining Park of Sardinia as a yellow card holding member of the EGN 
and GGN was discussed.  
The coordination committee noted the ongoing commitment of the Geomining Park of 
Sardinia to the EGN and GGN and we were pleased to hear that important steps forward 
have been made regarding your management structure and Geopark activities, following the 
recommendation of the previous revalidation in 2011. 
 
The coordination committee noted with great satisfaction that the Geomining Park of Sardinia 
has a strong and operating management structure at both national and regional government 
level and is also supported by local government and municipal councils. The Geomining Park 
of Sardinia is well financed with an annual budget of €1.5M and will be the lead agency in a 
€112M development strategy for Sardinia over the next four years. 
 
The Geomining Park of Sardinia Management Team has a full-time Director and twelve other 
full-time staff while four more people are being recruited to assist with the geopark’s major 
development function during the next four years. 
 
Among the positive results of the revalidation the coordination committee noted especially the 
following:  
 The geopark has a wide range of high quality sites – mining heritage, geology, 

biodiversity, cultural, archaeological and others. Sites are well managed and protected by 
relevant legislation.  

 The geopark also has a statutory role in vetting all planning applications in Sardinia to 
ensure that mining heritage relics are not put at risk by development. A number of old 
mining heritage sites have been developed as high quality geotourism sites and others are 
being restored or have been ear-marked for restoration in the future. Abandoned mining 
sites are generally fenced off and in a safe condition. Geological material is not sold in any 
facilities linked to the geopark and there is suitable legislation relating to the collection of 
geological specimens at geosites. 

 The geopark has a good profile among local people and tourists and there is a 
comprehensive range of literature and electronic information about the geopark. The 
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geopark also has an effective role in promoting education, research and understanding of 
the earth sciences and other heritage of Sardinia and has good cooperative links with 
universities, schools, mining heritage societies and communities across Sardinia.  

 There is excellent support for the geopark among local communities and many people 
have a passionate interest and pride in their geopark.  

 The geopark has a good working relationship with the other providers in the tourism 
industry of Sardinia. We concluded that the geopark is an important element of the tourism 
product of Sardinia and that it makes a significant contribution to the economy of Sardinia. 

 
However the EGN coordination committee also noted its concerns about one remaining 
important issue which has been clearly indicated in the revalidation letter in 2011, which 
stated: “The EGN coordination committee was concerned that the geopark still appears to 
comprise of 8 separate areas each with their own identity but that the overall identity of the 
actual geopark is lacking. The concept of a geopark comprising a series of separate areas in 
this way does not fit with the model used by the European and Global Geoparks who consider 
a geopark as comprising a single area with a well-defined border”.  
 
The EGN coordination committee felt that further clarification is necessary on the Geopark 
boundary issue, which should be presented to the EGN with an official letter before the end of 
this year. 
If the Geopark still appears to comprise of 8 separate areas, then  a solution should be found 
and a new single Geopark boundary should be present to the EGN with a report and map. 
If the Geopark is a single territory, then a clarification statement to the EGN should present 
the new boundary. 
 
The EGN coordination committee noted also that in the revalidation report appears the 
following statement: “It is clear that the geopark operates across Sardinia so the 
administrative and operational boundary of the geopark is the coastline of Sardinia.” If this is 
correct, the Geopark territory is extended more than 10% of the original one and a new full 
application dossier should be submitted. 
 
The members of the EGN coordination committee unanimously send you their best regards 
and sincerely hope that the Geomining Park of Sardinia can overcome the current difficulties 
and reply positively to this remaining issue.  
The network stands by the Geomining Park of Sardinia and is ready to assist you in whatever 
way we can. Our coordinators are willing to write supporting letters to whomever you feel 
might be useful or any other action if you feel that would be necessary.  
 
Finally, should you require any further clarification, advice or assistance please do not 
hesitate to contact one or either of the EGN coordinators.  
 
 
Sincerely 
 
Prof Nickolas Zouros - Dr. Kristin Rangnes 
EGN Coordinators 
 
 


